
 

 
Secretary : Elizabeth Purcell Smith – secretary@painshawfieldestate.org 

                                                                            

 

          
To: all covenantors 
 
 
29 April, 2022 
 
 
Dear covenantor, 
 
Circumstances over the last 12 months have continued to be very busy for the Estate Committee (EC).  
As usual we have continued to meet regularly to consider plans from applicants in a timely manner.  
This, despite the fact that most of us at some stage in the year became infected with Covid.   This year 
there have been additional meetings arising from the case in the Lands Tribunal (LT).   
 
Due to the success at our 2021 AGM, and a successful meeting with covenantors in January 2022, we 
are again holding a ‘hybrid’ meeting so covenantors have the choice to attend the meeting in person, 
or to attend via Zoom  
 
Details of how the join the AGM are included on the Painshawfield Estate website under the News 
section and are set out below.  The meeting will commence at 7:30pm on 4 May 2022. 
 
Meeting URL: https://hpe.zoom.us/j/95287235563 Meeting ID: 952 8723 5563 
 
To ensure the AGM runs smoothly, we propose that questions are submitted in advance for 
consideration of the Committee. This also avoids duplication, as themed questions can be grouped 
together. Please submit questions to secretary@painshawfieldestate.org  at least two days in 
advance. 
 
The agenda for the meeting is attached.  You will see that the main areas for you to consider are:  
 

i. The number of applications received and the outcome (see below) 
ii. An invitation to all covenantors to stand for election to the EC 
iii. Main challenges for the EC 
iv. Consideration of a proposal to hold a community event 

 
We look forward to seeing you at the forthcoming AGM. If you are unable to attend, please can you 
complete and return the proxy voting form to the Secretary at the above email address. It is important 
we have the views of as many Covenantors as possible. 
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Finally, the Committee regard the Painshawfield Estate as a unique and beautiful place to live. The 
reason that we volunteered to be Committee members is to ensure this continues.  It is important that 
the Committee exists so that we can safeguard the environment and continue to live in such a 
wonderful place.  For the Committee to function efficiently and effectively, it needs to be properly 
funded and to be supported by the Covenantors.   It would be good to have more people join the 
Committee, pay their annual fees, and support any requests that may be made in due course for 
litigation funds. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Members of The Painshawfield Estate Committee 
  



 

 
 
 
 

Annual General Meeting 2022 to be held at 7.30 on 4 May 2022, in Stocksfield Community 
Association and by Zoom 

 
Agenda 

 
1. Introduction including details of the Zoom technology 

 
2. Apologies for absence 

 
3. Minutes of previous meeting – available on the website 

 
4. Chair’s report – H Rae 

 
5. Treasurer’s report – Andrew Hall 

 
6. Co-opted members 

 
- To vote on the election of C Byrne, Phil Moore, Maryanne Spoor and C Smedley to the Estate 

Committee 
 

7. An invitation to all covenantors to stand for election to the EC 
 

8. Main challenges for the EC 
 

9. Consideration of a proposal to hold a community event 
 

10. AOB 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

Report from the Chair 
 
Planning update 
During the last year the Committee has continued to deal with all planning applications we have 
received.  
 
During the year ending 31 December 2021 the decisions on decided applications were as follows: 
 

Type of development Pending Approved Refused 

Resubmission  2 2 

New build 2 1 2 

New sheds/greenhouses/driveways  3  

Major modification  4 14 2 

Minor modification 2 4 1 

 
The EC has continued to receive applications to build on sites that could be considered to be backfill, 
ie new houses to be built in the garden of an existing property.  At last year’s AGM, we gave the 
history of this issue, notably that ‘back site’ development has been considered at previous AGM’s, 
most notably in 1959 and again in 1976 where the Covenantors voted not to allow any backfill 
developments.  At the 2009 AGM a majority of Covenantors went further and voted not to allow any 
additional new developments.  Last year we sought the views of all covenantors resulting in a vote 
that upheld the previous decisions not to allow backfill development. 
 
Workload 
There has been a very heavy workload this year, requiring Committee members to put in a lot of time.  
When making a request for information, please be aware that we are all volunteers giving up our 
spare time to make a contribution to Estate business. 
 
Co-opting committee members 
The Deed of Mutual Covenants requires that a minimum of nine people is needed to form a 
Committee. This number was decided when the number of houses on the Estate was just over 50, and 
we now have over 300.   There are currently 11 members of the EC, two of whom are co-opted. 
 
For the EC to operate effectively, it is necessary to have more than nine members. Last year, the AGM 
voted to allow members to be co-opted, with such members being required to stand for formal 
appointment at next AGM 
 
A resolution for the formal appointment of Ms C Byrne, Ms M Spoor, Mr P Moore and Mr C Smedley is 
attached for your vote.  
 
Challenge to this Committee 
We have one major challenge to the estate at this time.  This is the case that the owners of 21 Cade 
Hill Road are taking to the LT.  We were informed by our solicitor a few days before Xmas (21 
December) that the papers were about to be served, they were served about a fortnight later. 
 
Events since January include: 

i. meeting with covenantors 26 January (in person and by Zoom) to discuss the implications of 
the action 

ii. The EC was required to communicate with all covenantors about how to object and was 
allowed 28 days to do this.  This requirement was limited to informing people of how to object 
if they had decided to go ahead  

iii. A extension of the timescale was requested but only 14 days was allowed 



 

iv. 151 objections were subsequently received plus we have been told of others who approached 
the LT directly   

v. Fund raising was successful  
vi. The applicants’ solicitors requested a 6 wk stay, the EC offered 3, they then successfully 

applied to the LT for 6 wks.  The reason for the stay was to give time for their solicitor to take 
QC advice on a particular issue that had arisen when analysing the objections 

 
At the time of writing, further legal issues have arisen, and we are aware that a number of home-
owners on the Estate have received letters from the solicitors acting for the owners of 21 Cade Hill 
Road.  Please be aware that Gordons say that they are only writing to a selection of home-owners due 
to sheer numbers and the need to proceed quickly.  We are not told who they are writing to and it is 
not clear that they are writing to the same people on each occasion. 
 
We were initially advised by our solicitors that we should not share details about the current 
negotiations as no decisions had been taken.  However, a further application has now been made to 
the LT by the Applicants’ solicitors for a stay of 3 months.  The Committee has instructed its solicitors 
to make an application to the LT to oppose this 3 month stay and including counter proposals.  We 
hope to be in a position to give a fuller explanation soon. 

 
Finally, we would like to thank everyone for their support over the year, without this support we could 
not function effectively  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Helen Rae 
Chair 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 

Agenda for the Painshawfield Estate 2022 AGM 
 
I/We………………………………………………………of 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..hereby nominate 
……………………………………/chairperson (delete as appropriate) to be my/our proxy for the purpose of voting at the 
2022 AGM. 
 
I/We hereby wish my/our proxy to vote as indicated below/as they wish (delete as appropriate) with regard to 
the following resolutions 
 
 

  
Resolution 

 
For 

 
Against 

Nominated 
proxy to vote 

1 To appoint the following Covenantors as committee members.          
Clare Byrne 
Chris Smedley 
Phil Moore 
Maryanne Spoor 
 

   

     

2 To consider whether a community event should be organised 
by the Estate Committee to be held in a central location in 
Stocksfield in the summer 2022 
 

   

     
 
 
Signed ………………………………. 
 
Signed ………………………………. 
 
 
Notes  

1. For jointly owned property only 1 proxy form per property may be completed 
2. If a proxy vote is submitted an individual cannot then vote in person 
3. Return all hard copy proxy forms to 32 Apperley Road, Stocksfield, NE43 7PQ 

 


